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URBAN NARRATIVE: A MANIFESTO
Antonio Scarponi

00_ FIAT LUX. Narrative in-forms realities. It gives them a form. So that these can be recognised, narrated,
historicized, represented. Narrative stands for any form of representation. The urban condition is a tangible
reality that takes form with narrative, here understood as any kind of representation, visual or not.
01_ HOW TO: URBANITY. Narrative is a form of symbolic order. It could take any form in which information
is organised: ATLAS (as collections of maps, diagrams, cartograms), a GUIDE (manuals, recipes, a game,
instructions), ARCHIVES (database, indexes), but also many other forms of narratives, any form that organize
information.
02_ EXFORMATION. Narrative is a form-giving process that discards information: the process of transforming
“the world into a map”.
03_ 2BR02B. This is the question. Narrative has an ontological power. It has the power to deﬁne what “exists”
and what does not. Therefore narrative is a weapon for the afﬁrmation of reality: the urban realm.
04_ CONCRETE. So narrative is not a naïve practice. Narrative is not the “copy”, the transcription, of the
urban as a form of reality. On the contrary, the urban is the transcription of a narrative. The physical reality,
the urban condition, is the fragmented construction of narratives.
05_ REFLECTIVE DESIGN. Narrative is not just a representation of the urban, but rather an idea of it. An
idea about what urban is and how it functions/operates.
06_ SYMBOLIC VIOLENCE: Narrative is a subversive practice. It has the power to imagine and to actually
represent, therefore construct, the urban reality according to different kinds of symbolic orders. It is a
tool of signiﬁcation of reality. It could be progressive or reactionary. The urban condition is a storytelling
battleﬁeld.
07_ PALIMPSEST. THE NEVER ENDING EDITING. The only rule in narrative is the inner, self-referential,
coherency. There is no truth, but only ideas about “truth”. Narrative is about what we believe is truth, or what
we want others to believe as such. The urban condition as narrative battleﬁeld could be therefore contradictory,
or tell different “stories” at the same time.
08_ MAPPING AROUND. Narrative shifts symbolic values and shapes information. It gives information a
form that could follow poetic or symbolic principles and therefore create a new form of objectivity, new forms
of “urbanities”.
09_ PROGRAM. If the urban is the “copy” of a narrative then, if we change the narrative, we are willing to
change the latter, exploring and representing new forms of urbanities.
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